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EXHIBIT 58

Letter dated November 1, 1939 to Attorney General
from Oscar L. Chapman, Assistant Secretary of Interior
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.. E UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASRHINGTON

NOY =1 1933
TRIAY. BREOTION
Landy Division

RECEIVED

The Honorable,

The Attornsy Gensral, Nav 3 '939,.»
.......... Ay ew -
My dear Mr. Attornsy General: Assigned to: )

Action dQue: @f
Thia Department has received your letter‘vf-tototer—i;
(WBC=-CBF 215566) enclosing for oonsideration & ocopy of & prow
posed decrse to be entered in ths case of United Stetes v. i
Walker River Irrigation Distiiot, et al., for the Distriot :
of Nevada. :

It is believed that the orders mnd the deoree should i
speoifionlly recite that the priority of the United States H
on behalf of the Indiens of the Walker River Resorvatiom is
a first priority to the use of water &3 of November 29, 1869, . .
the date of the esteblishment of the Walker River Indien Re- ) L
servation, Suoh & provision is believed to be justified by ;
the opinion of the court in the omse and will make the decree R
definite as to ths remson of the date of the priority. :

The deores spocifically refers to and protects certain !
reservoir storage rights of some of the defendsnts., The re=
cervoir rights of the United States for the Indisns are nat
mentioneds The construction of the Weber Reservoir was came=
menced in July 1933. Thoe importanoce of this reservoir storage
rights was cmphasized aud given much weight in the disoussions
which led. to determining negatively the queetion of applying
for a writ of certiorari in this omse. In view of the very
definite provisions of Artiole XII of the proposed deoree, j
dealaring that the decree shall be deemed as determining all
of the rights of the parties, it beoomss importent that the
storage rights of the plaintiff with a priority of July 1, 1933,
be proteated by the provisions of the deorse.

The above suggestions are offered for your consideration ’ B .
prior to final embtry of the decreee

Sincersly yours,

KN Lssi;stef}né sg ary.
o

“DEPARTMENT OF JUSTIGE
NOV 3 1039 P,

DIVISION OF REpaRps .
LANDS DIV, - TRIAL, 8B - K ‘
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US0036567






